
Tom and Andrei met while working on this 
project at RRP shortly after graduating. As part 
of a large design team led by Ivan Harbour, 
Amo Kalsi and Simon Smithson they both 
were responsible for the design of some key 
elements of the building.

This project redefines the airport as a building 
typology. It is composed of vast floor plates that 
each represent a major passenger processing 
stage and are separated by canyons containing 
vertical circulation. The terminal is 1.3km long; 
the satellite - the first major airport to flexibly 

accommodate three passenger levels - is 
0.8km long. The exceptional quality of these 
buildings is achieved by the meticulous co-
ordinated design of the 18m wide structural 
bay that becomes a large scale module for 
both buildings. The modularity and systematic 
approach to the resolution of complex interfaces 
achieves truly integrated design.

Among the numerous awards given to this truly 
outstanding building, in 2006 it has won the 
Stirling Prize - the most prestigious architectural 
award in the UK.

Architects  Richard Rogers Partnership
Client   AENA
Co-Architect (Spain) Estudio Lamela
Area   approximately 1,150,000 m2

Cost   €658 million
Structural Engineer Anthony Hunt Associates / TPS with OTEP/HCA
Services Engineer  TPS / INITEC
Cost Consultant  Hanscomb / Gabinete
Also   Arup, Spiers and Major, Sandy Brown 
Project Stages  Concept Design to Completion

Madrid Airport
Terminal 4, Barajas, Madrid, Spain 1999-2003
Winner of the 2006 Stirling Prize

1 - Terminal building (approx.1.3km 
long)

2 - Model of one 18m structural 
bay including a fixed link. Modular 
design of the building allowed for 
successful delivery of the project
3 - Study model of the fixed link 

/ ramp section for the Satellite 
building

4 - Daylit canyons contain vertical 
circulation

5 - View along the main pier - colour 
coding of structural bays helps pas-

senger orientation
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PROJECT ARCHITECT: RICHARD ROGERS PARTNERSHIP
PROJECT: 
Madrid Barajas Airport, Spain, 1999-2002

Cost: £448 million / €658 million

Gross Area: 1,120,000 m2

Client: 
AENA

Consultants:
Anthony Hunt Associates, TPS/INITEC, Hanscomb Ltd, Arup, Estudio Lamela
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