
1 - Typical residential level plan - 
apartments are designed as two 

distinctive zones. One for daytime 
with maximised views; the other for 
night time - more enclosed, private 

and quiet
2 - Photomontage

3 - Model photograph of the typical 
living space - its shape responds to 

best aspect
4 - Section

5 - Sketches of facade opening se-
quence - the living room enclosure 
is designed to be responsive to the 
climatic conditions while preserving 

the privacy and maximising the 
views
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Monaco Apartments
Monte Carlo, Monaco, 2008
One of the most desirable residential addresses in the world

This proposed development in the heart 
of Monte Carlo is aimed at the top of the 
residential market. It takes full advantage of one 
of the most prestigious addresses in the world 
and creates a new standard in city living.

Residential units vary in size between small 
two-bedroom units to large penthouses of 
1000m2 with roof terraces and pools. The living 
areas of all the apartments provide excellent 
views of Monte Carlo, protect residents’ privacy 
and are designed to be environmentally 
responsive.

Additional complimentary office, conferencing 
and retail facilities reinforce the residential 
market proposition.

Working closely with Ivan Harbour and Amo 
Kalsi, Andrei Saltykov led the design of this 
project from inception to scheme design.

Architect   Rogers Stirk Harbour + Partners
Client   Société des Bains de Mer
Area   Approximately 50,000 m2

Cost   Confidential
Structural Engineer Expedition Engineering
Services Engineer  BDSP
Project Stages  Inception to Scheme Design

Living Areas’ Façades

Views towards the north

The living areas enjoy stunning views and are equipped 
with ‘cabrio’ façades that can transform the whole 
internal living room into an external terrace.

The façade consists of two layers:
An external ‘skin’ that comprises a curved glass 
balustrade and folding glass screens or shutters 
(depending on the orientation) above. These 
provide protection from the wind and rain, but are 
not a weather barrier. When fully retracted they 
reveal a balcony in the gap between the external 
and internal skins.
An internal ‘skin’ that forms a thermal barrier and 
consists of full height glazed openable panes of two 
types; swinging panes in the corners and sliding 
panes in the middle. The swinging panes act as 
conventional doors providing access to the balcony 
in a closed condition. When the middle sliding 
panes are retracted to the sides, the swinging 
doors open out and thus conceal the sliding panes. 

Akin to the folding roofs of modern convertible cars, 
this façade looks ‘complete’ in both its open and 
closed condition. Partially open / closed conditions 
between these extremes provide a range of ‘fi ne-
tuning’ to suit changing climatic conditions and 
residents’ requirements. 

•

•

Fully open façade
(Summer evening = 22°C)

Open balcony with retractable shutters – side swinging doors closed
(Spring afternoon = 19°C)

Similar façade systems have 
been tried and tested previously 
in residential construction 
of high-end private houses. 
Introducing such technology in 
a block of apartments will bring 
luxury of countryside living into 
the heart of a city. 
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Model Photos
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View from Beaumarchais Square – Base Option View from Beaumarchais Square – Alternative Option
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Views towards the south

Open balcony with retractable shutters – main sliding doors closed
(Summer afternoon = 26°C)

Open shutters or screens
(Hot summer afternoon = 32°C)

Fully closed façade
(Winter day = 5°C)

Range of façades’ operation modes from fully open to fully closed 
(indicative most suitable climatic conditions in brackets)
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Typical Floor Plan (2nd; 3rd; 4th) – Residential  FFL +12.00; +15.50 +19.00 (+57.20; +60.70; +64.20 AOD)

N
General Arrangement Plans
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